
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

Hazardous Materials Surveys

A Hazardous Material Survey is a survey of buildings or structures for materials likely to be hazardous to health, either to  
construction workers or occupants, or to the environment.

Typical materials surveyed include asbestos, lead and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), but may include other materials if these are 
likely to be an issue.

Why Carry Out A Hazardous Materials Survey?

The most common reasons are:

•     Legislative requirements to protect workers or occupants		  •     Buying or selling

•     Refurbishment or demolition					     •     General due diligence

•     Requirement of Development Consent

Legislative & Other Requirements

It is a legislative requirement for employers and controllers of premises to ensure the health, safety and welfare of all employees, 
contractors and visitors.  Any foreseeable hazards that have the potential to cause harm must be identified. The risk associated with 
the identified hazards must be assessed by a competent person and eliminated or controlled and reviewed over time.

There are also civil law requirements to exercise due diligence.

Relevant National Occupational Health and Safety Health Commission (NOHSC) codes apply to asbestos. The Code of Practice 
for the Management and Control of Asbestos in Workplaces [NOHSC:2018(2005)] identifies the need and requirements for 
asbestos registers at places of work. It is pratical and economical to assess other hazardous materials (eg lead and PCBs) when 
developing such an asbestos register to permit broader compliance with OHS legislation. 

Where work has commenced without an asbestos/hazardous materials survey, relevant authorities may place a Prohibition Notice 
or similar on the site until the survey is conducted.

We have been called by relevant authorities as an expert witness in cases of prosecution involving organisations not having the 
necessary approvals and acting unprofessionally.

Asbestos roof PCBs in old fluorescent light fittingLead in paint

Visit us at www.heggies.com or call 1300 434 443 to find out more.

Heggies Pty Ltd is a member of the International SLR Group
www.slrconsulting.com
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Why Choose SLR Heggies?

•     We have experience and respect in the marketplace due to our professional and specialist staff

•     Staff are members of AIOH,  AIEH, SIA, ACLCA, RACI and other professional organisations

•     Our laboratory is NATA accredited to ISO/IEC 17025, asbestos fibre counting, air volume measurement and asbestos
       identification
 
•     Our HAZMAT Critical Response Management Service can respond to emergency incidents 24 hours 7 days

•     We have resources and state of the art instrumentation for small and large scale projects, and

•     Professional Indemnity, Public Risk and Workers Compensation Insurance

How Are Hazardous Materials Surveys Conducted?

We conduct a thorough inspection, taking samples of materials for 
analysis where necessary. The inspection would be carried out during 
normal hours, however, if required the survey can be undertaken out 
of hours. We operate 24 hours per day and provide an emergency call 
out service.

What Does The Report Contain?

The Hazardous Materials Survey Report prepared by SLR Heggies will  
constitute an Asbestos Register. The report provides a summary of 
the type, condition, extent and relative risk of hazardous materials and 
management recommendations.

SLR Heggies can offer electronic registers linked via the internet or  
intranet for managing multiple sites. This allows information to be easily  
updated and accessed by contractors, staff or emergency personnel. 

HAZMAT Consultancy Services

•	 Asbestos / Hazardous Material Surveys		 	 •	 Air Monitoring
•	 Sample Analysis	 	 	 	 	 •	 Smoke Testing
•	 Work Plan	 	 	 	 	 •	 Clearance Certificate
•	 Supervision of Removal Works	 	 	 •	 Management Plan
•	 Tender Preparations	 	 	 	 •	 Training Service

SLR Heggies Technical Expertise

•	 Acoustics, Noise & Vibration				    •	 Finite Element Analysis & Solid Modelling
•	 Air Quality – Ambient & Indoor			   •	 Mechanical and Structural Dynamic Analysis
•	 Land Quality – Contamination and Ecology		  •	 CFD – Computational Fluid Dynamics
•	 Water Quality – Surface & Ground Water		  •	 Wind Engineering & Fire Propagation
•	 Hazardous Materials - Asbestos, PCBs, Lead, Chemicals	 •	 Solar, Light, Reflectivity and Overshadowing 
	 & Explositivty					     •	 ESD Sustainability & Energy Efficiency
•	 Occupational Health & Safety (OHS)			   •	 Health and Toxicology Studies
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